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NEW HAVEN 

by Jessica Seigel 
LIBERATION News Service 

[Editor’s note: New Haven -- Bobby and Ericka 

after a year and a half of leaflets, rallies, 
chants, newspaper articles, they become part of our 
mythology 0 And it gets hard to think of them as 
real people, to picture them moving through real 
events, to imagine their faces shifting between the 
expressions that stare at you from posters and 
centerfolds. Then you go to New Haven.] 

NEW HAVEN (LNS) -- New Haven is a quiet city. 
There are wide stretches of east er-basket green 
grass in the center, surrounded by dozens of 
steepled churches and Yale’s modern and gothic 
ivory towers. 

In the center of all this is a courthouse 
built like a Greek temple 0 It’s made of smooth 
white marble with huge pleated pillars both out 
front and inside. Inside there are lights shaped 
like torches sitting in metal brackets. It is 
only when you look up at the stained glass windows 
on the arched ceiling -- a design that looks like 
barred windows set in a brick wall -- and notice 
the rows of sheriff’s men peering from the upper 
gallery, thay you remember what is going on in the 
temple. In the smallest courtroom in the building 
-- it seats 28 -- Bobby Seale and Ericka Huggins, 
Black Panthers, are on trial for their lives. 

New Haven is funny -- there is no stringently 
roped-off ghetto like in Chicago or New York. 

Thanks to the amoeba-like urban renewal policy of 
the Mayor and Yale, the black community is broken 
up into little areas distributed all over the city 
— which make it hard to organize. 

If the Panthers set up a health clinic in one 
section of the city, as they did in January, people 
from other parts of the city have to travel a dis- 
tance to get there. The Panthers are planning to 
set up some sort of transportation service but 
still it’s not the same as walking around the cor- 
ner. 

* * * 

Three-sixty-f ive Orchard Street -- the house 
in which Alex Rackley was supposed to have been 
tortured, Warren Kimbro’s house ( he just finished 
testifying as a prosecution witness) -- is not 
a crumbling tenement* It is a brown brick apart- 
ment complex with yellow doors and a blue enamelled 
roof. There were a group of children playing ball 
in the driveway when I walked past -- the house 
cast a giant shadow on their play, in fact there 
was hardly any area where the sun did peak through 
that shadow. 

The Yale community (like the little children) 
has been going off to its play -- in the library, 
in the bookshops, in the headshops. The shadow -- 
the gleaming white courthouse sits there ominously 
overlooking the people at play on the green. And 
it is only inside the courthouse, after you have 
been searched by guards at every door, and inside 
the courtroom (if you're lucky enough to get in) 
that you realize how dark it is and how few chinks 
of light come in. 


There are some chinks of light -- the fists 
that are given and returned every time Bobby and 
Ericka come in and out. The fists that follow their 
cars as they are driven away in handcuffs. Ericka 
wearing her clothes that she makes in her cell and 
Bobby in his beard which he has been fighting for 
the right to wear since the beginning of the trial. 
Because of his insistence on wearing it, he has 
been confined in solitary throughout the trial. The 
chinks of light are there but the shadow is very 
d eep . 

★ ★ * 

District Attorney Markle’s star witness is 
George Sams, police informer and the man the Panthers 
claim ordered and led the torture and killing of 
Alex Rackley who was wrongly accused of being an 
informer. 

Even when he was in the Black Panther Party, 

Sams was known as Crazy George because he was prone 
to temper tantrums, weird behaviour and making 
physical attacks on other Panthers. In his testimony 
which has just started, Sams has contradicted not 
only other prosecution witnesses but also his own 
earlier statements. 

Yet he, or rather whoever is writing his script, 
has kept his eyes and ears open. He claimed, for 
example, that he went to Cuba to get guerrilla 
training -- just the same ridiculous accusation that 
the House Internal Securities Committee is trying to 
pin on the people who have gone on Venceremos Bri- 
gades. He manages to string together the two other 
conspiracy indictments the Panthers have against 
them on the east coast -- the New York 21 and the 
Baltimore 10. He even claims that Landon Williams 
-- one of the two California Panthers still to be 
tried in New Haven — told him that. yes, the 21 
really did plan the bombings of the Bronx Botanical 
Gardens and the department stores. 

He places Bobby and Ericka in situations even 
other prosecution witnesses claim they weren’t at. 

When a person lies so extensively, is it possible for 
the jury to catch on? 

* * * 

The trial of Bobby and Ericka falls doubly hard 
on the New Haven Panthers. Not only is there a 
chance that they may lose two of their most able 
leaders -- women come out of Niantic Prison talking 
about Ericka -- but all their time must be spent 
on defense for the trial. The chapter was ripped 
apart by the indictments and is only starting to set 
up some of their programs like the medical clinic. 

The clinic is only open two nights a week and they 
haven't been able to get out into the community 
enough to be beseiged by patients. They are now 
starting a prog'ram of door to door testing for dia- 
betes and are running off a leaflet describing how 
to test for breast cancer. They have set up a 
breakfast program and a Liberation School will open 
soon. The chapter works with the People's Committe 
-- a community organization -- to distribute free 
food. People's response to it has been strong. As 
one Panther said, "When you're talking about food/ 
everybody knows about it." 
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activities. Instead the Panthers decided to 
change it to a community rally to pull the black 
community together behind the trial. It seems 
that if part of George Sams’ intent was to destroy 
the New Haven chapter he hasn’t done it yet. 

★ ★ * 

Though George Sams does sometimes grin so 
crazily even the jury (with X number of sympathe- 
tic jurors depending on your optimism) has to 
notice; though Ericka and Bobby ’’keep strong"; 
though courtroom supporters murmur encouragement 
for them; the courtroom has an eery feeling. 

DA Mark le looks surprisingly like Edward G. Robin- 
son. Judge Mulvey makes quite a show of being 
polite and fair. 

The courtroom itself looks like a marble 
crypt. The only crack of light from outside 
comes from slits below two window shades -- one 
that looks out on a tree and one that looks out 
on, yes, another church. The door going out has 
a small oblong piece of glass set in it like a 
speakeasy -- to check on who goes in and out. 

And on the judge’s long white marble desk is an 
ominous stand holding two rows of rubber stamps. 

--30-- 

[The defense needs money -- just the trans- 
cripts cost $400 a day. Send any money you can 
spare to Charles R. Garry, 865 Chapel St., Rm. 

222, New Haven, Conn.] 

^ +++++++++++++++ +++++++++++++++++++++++++++ ++++++ 


OKINAWAN U.S. BASE WORKERS STRIKE 
FOR INDEPENDENCE 

OKINAWA (LNS)--At the U.S. military base, 
Sukiran, on Okinawa Island, native workers are 
arrested if they hold union meetings or distrib- 
ute literature on base. A U.S. riot squad is on 
24-hour alert to put down any demonstrations. 

In spite of these conditions, 20,000 Oki- 
nawans workers marched down the main street of 
Koza City to the edge of Camp Sukiran where they 
fought with riot police on April 15. The workers, 
members of Kenrokvo the All Okinawan Federation 
of Trade Unions and Zengunro, the All Okinawan 
Baseworker's Union, were winding up a 48-hour 
strike against the U.S. military. It was the 
third two-day strike the unions have held in the 
past few months. 

The strikers were demanding the reinstate- 
ment of 4,250 Okinawans who have lost their jobs 
to machines since January, 1970 and Okinawa’s in- 
dependence. The U.S. is now planning to give Ok- 
inawa to Japan under still unannounced conditions. 

The workers have announced that there will 
ue an all -is land shut down on May 11 which is 
supported by teachers’, lawyers! and communicat- 
ion, tobacco, and postal workers’ unions. 

-30- 
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GAY LIB. NOT ALLOWED AS CAMPUS CLUB 

L OS ANGELES , Calif. (LNS)--"We filled all 
the requirements for a campus club, but the trust- 
ees took a secret ballot and we've been denied 


our rights of free assembly," said a speaker from 
the Gay Liberation Forum at the University of 
Southern California. 

The group was organized last October as 


an Experimental College class. 

"With an office and a telephone, we^ could 
Provide counseling for. homosexuals and bisexuals, and 
educate the public, the spokesman continued. 


"About 10 percent of the USC population is gay. 

The group plans to take legal action against 
the university . 


— 30 — 
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CAPITALISM: EXCEDRIN HEADACHE #203 or 

AN ASPIRIN A DAY: MAO JU SHI WAN SUEI* 

NEW YORK (LNS) --Until now, U.S. businessmen have 
been afraid that their American customers might not 
like the idea of their doing business with Communist 
)China . 

As a result, most of the deals made by U.S. sub- 
sidiaries so far have been concluded quietly. Repres- 
entatives of U.S. firms use Chinese speaking middle- 
men who operate primarily out of Austria, Switzer- 
land, Britain, Australia, and Japan. The middlemen 
bargain with officials of Chinese state enterprises 
while the U.S. clients hide out in hotel rooms. 

The bargaining, as many impatient Americans . have 
learned, is often long and drawn out. Negotiations 

are often prefaced with days of ideological interro- 
gation and political lectures . 

Japan, by far the People’s Republic's most impor- 
tant trade partner, may do as much as $1 billion worth 
of business with Peking this year. For this privilege, 
a delegation of top Japanese businessmen must make 
a yearly pilgrimage to Peking to sign, along with a 
trade agreement, a communique denouncing their own 

government . 

This year's "annual humiliation," as the Tokyo 
press calls it, contained a new section excoriating 
Japanese militarism. 

Still, some American businessmen are greatly en- 
couraged by the opportunities presented by China's 
740 million potential customers. "You just can't 
look at a market of that size," says a spokesman for 
the chenical company Monsanto," and not believe that 
eventually a lot of goods are going to be sold there. 
Just one aspirin tablet a day to each of those guys 
--and that's a lot of aspirin." 


*Long Live Chairman Mao 
-30- 

***************************************************** 

MAY DAY IN IOWA CITY, IOWA: 

MUSIC USA 

IOWA CITY, Iowa (LNS) --For those who don’t go 
to Washington, there will be a get-together in City 
Park. Besides people speaking from the People's Peace 
Treaty , Welfare Rights, Farmers' groups, Women’s groups, 
and workers, there will be nine bands. It's planned 
from morning until sundown (at least that's how long 
the permit for the park lasts). 

-30- 
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o, MY PEOPLE 

by Willa Gibbs 

[Editor's note: This poem was inspired 
oy a story wnicn the poet neard on a recent trip 
to tne Middle East: a woman who had lived for a 
numoer of years in California after her family 
nad been wiped out in a Nazi concentration camp, 
journeyed to Israel noping to find peace of mind. 
She found instead tne Six-day war, and witnessed 
the maltreatment of the Arabs in the newly- 
conquered territory. Overcome by depression, she 
killed nerself in a Jerusalem hotel room.--LNS] 

Let me celeorate the return 

of my People to our Land- 

0 , let this be a world celebration! 

Shipboard I watched 

njoon narrowed by hills 

(or clouds piled 1 i xe nills?) 

and I said, "Home- 

I and my people are coming home." 

This was the moment to remember my father 
who died in a most boresome way 
(a tale too often told 
but tnen, he was my father) 

Gassed in a Nazi camp. 

My mother killed herself. 

I tried to follow her but was too young. 

Is not numan flesh the very house of possibility? 
Religious, I never was. 

Tne only way a Jew can oe religious 
is to be a religious Jew-what a horror! 

"Tne Chosen People"-after what we have suffered? 

A Chosen People, after what we have seen? 

damn sucn a concept 

Spread by Christianity 

which fathered tne Aryan, Master Race. 

But a homeland-that was something else. 

Yes, I could worship a homeland. 

Alone in the dark stretches 
working to get there, 

I could whisper the dream, 

"The people without a land 
for the land without a people." 

That was my religion. 

and my innocence was sucn 

that it never crossed my mind 

there might have been Palestinians in Palestine. 

June, 1967, made it imperative 

for me to go; and circumstances 

always yield to imperatives. 

NovemDer, 1968, I sailed toward my dream. 

Not one goy was on the passenger list. 

The only alien mind 
to intrude on our celebration 
was my own, which noticed 
amid all the talk of "ingathering" 
of "going home" 

I alone held no return ticket. 

Just to get off .this ship, I thought, 
meaning, get away from these tourist Jews 
boasting as if eacn one had knocked off a cannon. 
Out of their dress shops on lower Broadway, 

Out of their Heights in New Jersey, 

Out of their lobbies in Washington 

spilling blood on desert sands, 

speaking now, each one, as a great conqueror. 

Tne land will know me, I thought, 


and the land I can cling to. 

The land-do you know that land? 

Do you know the bitter sweetness of that land? 

Do you know how Arab the land is? 

Have you any idea at all 
how the land itself says "no" 
to those who try to come into it 
in the way that we came? 

Not only Arabs said "Go away— 

You're not wanted here with your guns and your 
planes 

not wanted with your ideas of forcing growth 
and forcing acceptance-- " 

Arabs alone did not say this. The land did. 

Have you seen this land as the Arabs left it? 

The humble, hand built terracing 

that saved every drop of rain 

and helped plants to grow from crannies? 

Have you seen the fields 
most earnestly tilled 

which could be covered with a medium-sized 
tablecloth? 

Fields hung from mountains-- 
springing from the wilderness- 
centered around a single thorn-bush? 

Until you have seen it, do not go on repeating 
how we Jews made their deserts bloom like a rose 
0 , my people! 

have you seen the street-corners in Jerusalem, 
the crowds flowing by 
sullen-faced with fear? 

Those street-corners familiar to me 

not from any dreams of a Promised Land 

but from memories-- 

of Berlin and Warsaw, 

eventual ly of Vienna 

and then even of Paris itself. 

0 , my people! 

have you seen, in their Holy City 

the doorways of houses kicked down, 

the frightened families driven out, 

the pitiful possessions dragged into the street 

for anyone to claim; the hard blast — 

and then the rubble? Have you watched 

the crying children picking amidst the ruins 

for some lost toy, while their parents 

stood back in an agony of helplessness? 

Have you watched whole families 
trudging down roads that have no ending 
carrying with them all they have been allowed to 
take? 

Remembering Auschwitz, Belsen, 
and that camp I will not: name 
where my father's identity 
disappeared in greasy smoke; 

Could you stand where I stood (0, my people!) 

and see this weary procession called to life aga' 

only to suffer agai n 

only to shuffle hopelessly again 

under the nudge of cold steel* 

and the threatening iron mouths 

and above all, the laughter-- 

0 , that laughter! 

merciless, terrible 

laughter of men 

in uniform 

wearing boots- 

Laughter I heard first 

in another city, another continent, 
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another time. 

My father being old and frail 

and lonely and his tormentors being many 

being old and frail and lonely, 

and his tormentors being many' 

as well as hale with well-fed strength-- 

What they found so funny was 

that when they pushed him, he fell. 

I have said I do not believe in God 

but now I know I believe in Hell 

because I have heard the laughter 

that comes out of Hell; 

and now I lie sleepless 

on a hotel bed in Jerusalem 

in the Holy City 

where the laughter of Jews 

clangs like a brazen bell 

with the smoke of my father 

weeping in the air. 

-30- 
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CHIEF WITNESS AGAINST MARTIN SOSTRE ADMITS 
HE DIDN'T BUY HEROIN 

BUFFALO, N.Y. (LNS)--Three years ago, 

Martin Sostre, black militant and radical book- 
seller, was sentenced to forty-one years in 
prison for allegedly selling heroin. Now, in a 
dramatic turnabout, the chief witness against 
Sostre has admitted that he lied about buying 
heroin from the imprisoned revoluti onary . 

From the day of his arrest in 1967, to 
tne day of his conviction by an all-white jury, 
Sostre has conducted a personal legal campaign 
for his freedom. With the official recanting of 
the prosecution's only witness, Arto Williams, 
a worker in a California durg rehabilitation 
center, it is possible that Sostre may win his 
release. 

That would be his second major victory 
during his three years of incarceration. In 
May, 1970, Sostre was awarded $15,000 in damages 
for the mistreatment he received while an inmate 
in Green Haven (N.Y.) State Prison. He contended 
that he had been confined to solitary for arbi- 
trary reasons, without a hearing, for 13 months. 

(The ruling, by Judge Constance Baker 
Motley, was later overturned by tne circuit court 
of appeals, but an important precedent was set 
to defend the constitutional rights of prisoners). 

Sostre has been the target of political 
intimidation for several years. In 1966, FBI 
agents visiting his radical booksfore--where the 
works of such militants as Stokely Carmichael, 
Malcolm X, W . E .B . DuBoi s , as well as anti-war and 
anti -i mperi a 1 i s t literature from socialist coun- 
tries were being sold--had warned Sostre: "You're 
really asking for trouble." 

A year after his arrest the House Unamerican 
Activities Committee, "investigating" the black 
rebellion in this northern industrial city, cited 
Sostre as an instigator of the violence which 
occur red^ ree we eks before he was busted on the 
drug charge. 


The witness Arto Williams' change of heart 
came after he read a profile of the Sostre case 
in Ebony magazine, written by William Worthy, 
a black reporter for the Baltimore Afro-American. 
Worthy was one of the first journalists to take 
up Sostre 's case after the trial--which received 
inflammatory coverage in the Buffalo press. 

Williams now explains that he had been in 
the Erie County Jail, on a felony theft charge, 
just prior to Sostre's arrest. Then he was re- 
leased on his own recognizance. Six hours after 
he left the jail, Narcotics Squad detectives 
drove him to Sostre's Afro-Asian Bookstore, where 
they arrested Sostre for having "sold" heroin to 
Williams. In exchange for helping the cops frame 
Sostre, Williams had the charges against him 
dropped. He now faces possible perjury charges. 

Sostre was arrested along with Geraldine 
Robinson, who drew an "indeterminate sentence" 
for resisting arrest. She has been in jail since 
September, 1969, and her five children (ages 
4 to 10) have been divided up in several foster 
homes . 

Now that Williams has reversed his testi- 
mony, defense attorneys argue, the midnight 
raid on Sostre's bookstore was illegal, and 
the charges that resulted from it should be 
dropped. They are pressing for a new trial. 

-30- 
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US. LAUGHS OFF THREAT OF MICRON ESIAN SECESSION 

NEW YORK, N.Y. (LNS)--A classic battle 
testing both the strength and will of United 
States' colonial interests abroad is shaping up 
in the South Pacific. The legislature of the 
Mariana I s 1 ands--part of the American-run UN 
trust territory known as Mi cronesi a--has informed 
the UN that it "will secede... by force of arms 
if necessary, and with or without the approval 
of the UN . " 

Micronesia, composed of more than 1000 is- 
lands with about 100,000 inhabitants, is officially 
a UN "strategic territory", but is in reality 
under firm U.S. control. The islands recently 
turned down a U.S. offer of "commonwealth" sta- 
tus, and demanded self-government instead. This 
plan is unacceptable to the Defense Department, 
which has several bases in the islands now and 
looks to Micronesia as a future U.S. military 
outpost after our withdrawal from Okinawa. 

Speaking of the impending revolt, a spokes- 
man for the U.S. mission to the UN said: We're 
not particularly excited or concerned about it." 

And a State Department official, commenting on 
the threat of armed rebellion, laughed it off, 
stating: "Fi rst of all, they have to get arms . " 

-30- 
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INTERNAL NEWSLETTER FOR 


RADICAL MEDIA BULLETIN BOARD -- AN 

Feel free to print the following from Kent Mayday: 
Dear sisters and brothers: 

The May Day Coalition at Kent was formed to 
counter the university’s cooptive efforts to 
memoralize May 4. Our coalition is comprised 
of Yippies, Veterans Against the War, the Kent 
Liberation Front, and the Young Socialist Alliance. 
We voted to issue a national call for people to i 
come to Kent, Ohio on the 4th and 5th of May . 

Our memorial has a dual purpose, to memorialize 
the dead and to continue the struggle against the 
war in which they died here last May. 

★ 

MAY 4th REVIVAL! 

The Administration of Kent State University 
claims that the events of last May were ’’uniquely 
ours alone,” and that our remembrance of our 
fallen brothers and sisters should be a ’’family 
affair.” We can dig it, but we consider all of 
you part of our family. 

We say that our family is people the world 
over struggling against the U.S. government. Our 
family is at war: 

it is a war between life and death; 
it is a war between human beings and machines; 
it is a war between cultures; 
it is a war between oppressor and oppressed. 
The university is playing its corporate liberal 
games. Their ’’peace and harmony” is but ’’law 'n 
order” by another name. Their attempts to make 
the memorial a funeral wake are but an effort to 
deny the ongoing struggle which is the only valid 
means of honoring our fallen comrades. We want to 
revive their spirit and their struggle. The 
university hopes to keep both buried. 

Behind that liberal facade lie war, racism, 
and repression. Despite years of struggle 
against ROTC, the KSU Board of Trustees and the 
administration are determined to keep it on cam- 
pus and the Faculty Senate showed where it was 
at by voting to retain the Corps. The administra- 
tion has invited a speaker from Jackson State 
[for the memorial service] in hopes that we 
will forget their racist repression of Kent State 
Black United Students, but we realize that the 
struggles for black liberation at Jackson State, 
Orangeburg, and elsewhere are, as they must be, 
an integral part of our fight „ They mumble 
about "justice” and "due process” while 25 of 
our brothers and sisters are being ripped off 
for last May’s events instead of the real 
criminals „ 

So, too, would those in power have us ignore 
or forget Nixon’s "revolutionary” programs. 

Pogroms that have brought vegetable and animal 
life, as well as human, to the verge of 
extinction in South Vietnam. 

Pogroms that play the numbers game of "cal- 
culated withdrawal” while the genocidal 
air war escalates 

Pogroms which murder or imprison those who 
would resist. 

But we know, we remember, we resist! Kent 
is a symbol of our struggle and it belongs to us 

all! To live, to love, to struggle, is where 
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we’re at, and we’ve set up a people’s program to 
oppose the administration's death culture orientation 

BE ADVISED... 

that Kent is a fairly small midwestern town. 

We ’ re not too sure where the local residents are 
at in relation to the students, and there are 
indications of some hostility. We’re getting 
thirds together as far as housing and so forth* 
but it would be a real help if you brought your 
own crash gear and some food and anything else you 
think might come in handy. 

BUT IN ANY CASE, WELCOME TO KENT! 

We want to make it absolutely clear that we 
fully support the anti-war actions in Washington 
during the May 1-7 period and the Kent activities 
are in no sense an alternative to them. We also 
call for solidarity with the anti-war movement 
in Saigon. 

If you can’t make it to Washington or Kent, 
then celebrate life and fight war wherever you 
are. Stop the government, stop business, stop 
war! Down with the May Memorial, Up with the May 
Revival ! 

+ + + 

From: Radical Press Research Project, c/o Tom 

Thomas, Box 368, Grad College, Princeton, N.Y. 

08540 

Brothers and Sisters: 

We’re the Radical Press Research Project -- 
folks who have worked with all aspects of putting 
out undergrounds in various communities over the 
past several years. Our experiences have raised a 
number of issues we’d like to deal with. 

Basically we’re about three things: 

1. Exploring the history and development of 
the radical press and communicating that information 
to people not yet turned on to the role of the press 
in political/cultural struggles. 

2. Trading off information within the radical 
press about the hassles we've been through -- printers 
busts, elitism, collectives, etc. -- so we can learn 
and grow from each other’s struggles. 

3. Developing an analysis, based on current 
concrete experiences, how from our political per- 
spective, the radical press can more effectively 
further the political/cultural struggle. 

Right now we're getting ourselves together. 

In the next few months we will be visiting and 
talking with papers around the country. 

We want to know what questions you would like 
us to deal with — what information you want about 
what's happening elsewhere, what you think are the 
important contradictions that must be dealt with 
now. Please write us. It’s important to hear 
from you soon. 

* * * 

From: The Cambridge-Goddard Graduate School for 

Social Change, 56 Boylston St., Cambridge, Mass. 

02138 Phone (617) 547-4473 

The Cambridge-Goddard Graduate School for 
Social Change is now accepting applications for the 
fall term .. 

Cambridge-Goddard is an experimental graduate 
school sponsored by Goddard College -- a liberal 
arts school in Vermont -- and administered by the 
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Cambridge Institute -- a social research center. 
Students are given wide latitude in devising a 
program that leads to a Masters Degree in the 
theory and practice of social change. The 
Cambridge-Goddard education attempts to combine 
research with field work and action in various 
non-academic settings * 

In the past year, Cambridge-Goddard was the 
first school in the country to offer a M.A, in 
the field of Women’s History. In the fall, the 
school will be offering an expanded program of 
Feminist Studies, which will include courses in 
history, economics, issues of the women’s 
movement, and cross’ cultural studies of women. 

Other fall programs will include: 

♦’’Revolution in Southeast Asia,” with Cynthia 
Frederick of the Committee of Concerned Asian 
Scholars . 

♦ ’’Radical Therapy,” with Michael Glenn, edi- 
tor of the journal The Radical Therapist. 

♦ ’’Economic Conversion,” with Joel Feigen- 
baum, organizer of the March 4 Research Stoppage 
at MIT in 1969. 

♦’’Labor and Social Cahnge,” with Sidney Peck, 
author of The Rank and File Leader and other 
books . 

♦’’Publishing,” with Paul Buhle and the staff 
of the magazine Radical America. 

♦"New Cities,” with George Benello and 
James Morey, sociologist and systems planner. 

♦ ’’Education and Capitalism,” with Sam 
Bowels and Herb Gintis of Union of Radical Poli- 
tical Economists. 

♦"Corporate America,” with Derek Shearer, 
investigative journalist and co-editor of The 
Pentagon Watchers,, 

♦"Legal Assistance,” with the Boston Law 
Commune. 

It) addition, a limited number of students 
will have the opportunity to study in research 
tutorials with such scholar-activists as Gar 
Alperovitz, Noam Chomsky, Harvey Cox, and 
Howard Zinn. 

Estimated tuition is $2,000 with limited 
scholarship funds available. For further 
information, appliction blanks, and program 
catalogs, write the above address,, 

* * * 

From: Fifth Estate, 4403 Second, Detroit, 

Michigan 48201 Phone (313) 831-6800 

Dear Friends and Comrades : 

The Fifth Estate is going weekly on a trial 
basis, so people can expect to see our paper 
more frequently. Hopefully this will mean we can 
use more LNS national and international coverage 
more often, as we were previously prohibited due 
to space considerations. 

Also we have heard that some new publications 
aren’t receiving the Fifth Estate an an exchange ba- 
sis. If you are sending us your paper, but not get- 
ting ours, send us a letter. 

Struggle, the Collective 

★ ★ ★ 

From: Sweet fire, Albany, New York: PLEASE NOTE: 

Our new address is 308 Washington Avc . , Albany, 

New York 12203. (Old zip, 12210) 


From: Underground Press Syndicate, Box 26, Village 
Station, New York, N.Y. 10014 

REMINDER -- The Underground Press Conference is 
happening at Austin, Texas May 13th through 16th. 

All underground media (papers, cartoonists, radio 
stations, etc.) are invited. Bring a seeping 
bag, and we’ll get it on. For more information, 
write UPS at above address, or call [212] 691-6073, 
or Gavin Duffy at [713] - 526-6257. See ya* at 
Austin. 

END 'OF TODAY’S RMBB/ LNS SUBSCRIBERS’ NEWSLETTER 

WHITE HOUSE YOUTH CONFERENCE FREAKS OUT, 

PEOPLE’S PEACE TREATY IS FIRST PRIORITY 

ESTES PARK, Colo. (LNS) -- The White House 
expected its ’’conference on youth” to be as peaceful 
and moderate as it has been since back in Teddy Roose- 
velt's administration. The carefully-screened con- 
ference delegates were picked by a computer to repre- 
sent a broad "cross-section” of American young people. 
Even such liberal leaning speakers as former Secretary 
of the Interior Walter Hickel were vetoed by the 
conference’s organizer, former Nixon aide Stephen 
Hess. And the "open” conference was held at an iso- 
lated YMCA camp in the middle of the Rocky Mountains. 

But the strategy backfired. Several caucuses Tof 
delegates threatened to walk out, and five of the 
ten study groups — including those on race and pov- 
erty — refused to submit their conclusions for a gen^ 
eral vote. But four hundred of the one thousand dele- 
gates attended an unofficial Indochina caucus meeting 
which named the People’s Peace Treaty as the confer- 
ence’s "first priority.” 

In its "report to the government,” the conference 
recommended consistently anti-administration policies. 

By a margin of nearly thre^ to-one, the delegates ap- 
proved a proposal calling for an immediate end to all 
military operations in Indochina, and by December 31, 
1971, the withdrawal of all U.S. troops and an end to 
logisitical support, "both overt and covert.” 

They called for a guaranteed annual income, nation- 
alization of the coal mining industry, and legalization 
of all sexual acts between "consenting, responsible 
individuals.” Other proposals ask that half of the 
national budget be spent on education, that the 1972 
defense budget be limited to $50 billion, and that 
abortions be considered a private matter, neither 
legal nor illegal. 

The report's preamble attacks American "genocide, 
exploitation of labor, and military expansion.” 

The government had originally set aside $300,000 
for the implementation of those conference recommend- 
ations that the Nixon Administration deemed "feasible.” 
Now that the conference is over and its recommendations 
known, it turns out that the only thing the government 
will pay for is printing up the conference's report. 

Not one penny for the People’s Peace Treaty, of 
course. . but the government -sponsored set of radical 
proposals can be obtained by writing to your local 
congres sperson - 
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GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO MAY DAY: PREVIEW 


pyrprnt d l t0rS 4 .u 0te: The followin 9 article is 
b^ tho t Ml r0 n th r ^ ay Day Metical Manual pub 
y ? 3y °* y Collect ive, 1029 Vermont Ave . , 

• Qton , D.C. Although time is short this 
information should be as widely distributed as 
possible.] 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS)-The fol lowing is a 
general overview of the Federal Government's 
efforts to deal with Mayday. Specific late 
intelligence will be supplied by the Mayday 
Tactics and Logistics section on May 1st. 


an 

i shed 


General - Tne current plans call for a coop- 
erative force of US Military (National Guard 
and Federal troops) and the DC police force. 

There will be no outside civilian police called in 
for Mayday. 


Because of the limited number of D.C. police 
(5100 total, including clerks and 1000 headquar- 
ters personnel) the bulk of the defensive activi- 
ties will be handled by the military. 

The central tactic of the defensive forces 
will be psychological warfare. There will be a 
maximum display of military hardware: agent pro- 
vocateurs will seek to spread panic and exacer- 
bate normal tensions in Algonquin Peace City (Rock 
Creek Park) in order to break our morale. There 
will be extensive use of helicopters to attempt 
to intimidate us and rumors will be spread that 
a helicopter equipped with gas spraying devices 
(M 5 disperser) are about to attack Algonquin 
Peace City and/or target areas. 

GI's, meanwhile, will be subjected to 
intensive "Psychological preparation" and 
indoctrination. They will be told we are armed, 
we intend to verbally harass troops » we intend 
to throw bags of shir or uririe at them. That 

we will throw btrttles, rocks, and we will all 
be carrying clubs. 

Prior to moving into defensive positions 
GI's will be told that Mayday forces have beaten 
several GI's. This is designed to create fear 
and resultant hostility among GI's and overcome 
their natural feelings of solidarity with us. 


While temporary detention facilities are 
being prepared the general defensive tactic will 
be dispersal and containment. Through the use 
of troop movement there will be an attempt to 
break our concentrations into easily contained 
small units and gas may be used at low levels 
and selectivity- 


The primary removal tactic will be short 
term detention. This means people will be"arrest- 
ed" and then released on the promise that they 
will leave town. Threats of severe punishment 
for those breaking the promise will be made. The 
threats will be phony since they cannot be legal- 
ly supported. In a last resort people will be 
arrested, booked and jailed in temporary deten- 
tion facilities. Because of limited detention 
facilities an intense effort will be made by the 
Federal government to get everyone to bail out 
within twelve hours and leave town under"bail 
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Once "bai 1 conditions" are set, the severe 
punishments can be carried out. 

Because of the volatile condition of the 
Washington Black community and the active _ 
participation of SCLC and NWR0 forces, physical 
brutality against demonstrators will be avoided 
unless defensive forces feel themselves physic- 
ally threatened. Small scale selective brutality 
may be used to panic and disperse demonstrators . 
Weapons on troops will be plainly displayed as 
well as jeep mounted machine guns (up to .30 
calibre) and other armor, but because of the 
experience with the Kent-Jackson reaction, 
ammunition will not be issued. Rumors to the 
contrary will be encouraged by agent provocateurs . 

Logisti cs- Hel i copters will be used extens- 
ively. Chinook helicopters are projected for use 
in the event of Mayday "stall-ins" to airlift 
cars off the roads . Helicopters and small spotter 
planes will be used to track our movement. Jeeps 
will be equipped with barbed wire fences mounted 
on the front and machine guns for psychological 
purposes . Other armor up to, but at this time 
not including, tanks, will be highly visible. 

Bridge Defense -Troops will be used in large 
concentrations to line roads and prevent entry 
to bridges by pedestrians where practicable. In 
most cases troops will be behind barricades. Ef- 
forts will be made to prevent communication be- 
tween troops and demonstrators. 

Traffic Circle Defense- Defense of traffic 
circles will be left mostly to D.C. police though 
military reinforcements will be used. 


Our Response- In essence, our response is to 
maintain communications, prevent panic, and not 
allow ourselves to be chased out of town. For 
communications, we suggest regions secure bull 
horns and short range walkie talkies. Every 
participant should bring a transister radio. 

The Mayday logistics section will send out infor- 
mation over AM frequencies from special mobile 
transmi tters . 


Our own logistic preparation should be 
oriented towards individual self contained units. 
People should bring wire cutters for fences, 
squeeze bottles of water for gas, bamboo flutes, 
tamborines for people's music, balloons, and 
flowers, dope and food to share, (and don't 
forget your duffle bag to carry all this.) 

Arrest and Jail. Mayday is nonviolent civil 
disobs'dienue-. We' expect most of the participants 
to be arrested and all participants to be pre- 
pared for possible arrest. 


Given our numbers, arrest, booki ng, detention 
and court procedures will be run on an assembly 
line basis. Upon arrest demonstrators will be 
photographed with their "arresting officers" 

When arrests occur in areas defended by the mi Ti- 
tary ,U . S . Marshals will be the "arresting offic- 
ers." The photographs will be for identification 
purposes in the event of court actions. After 
arrests people will be put in buses and transport- 
ed to a booking area, usually adjacent to the 
detention area. Prior to busing men and women 
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will be segregated. All arrest and booking 
procedure will be observed by the Mayday legal 
cadres. There will be, with rare exception, the 
same misdemeanor charge laid against all people 
arrested. Any people booked with an unusual 
charge will immediately have his or her case 
assigned to a Mayday lawyer. 

Experienced cadre will be present in all 
detention facilities to interpret the actions 
of the spd cla ' courts that will be convened to 

deal with us. All Mayday lawyers will have 
Special identification cards. 

Finally, rumors of extreme fines and jail 
terms will be rampant. Ignore them. The maximum 
fine levied in Washington in mass arrest situa- 
tions has been $25. In most cases the fine and 
bail has been $10, If we maintain our solidarity 
we should all be released with no charges. 

-30- 
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Cooking Oils- Because cotton is considered a 
non food crop, the plants are heavily doused 
with chemicals. Cotton seed oil is often an 
ingredient in blended oils and margarine, so 
watch out! Planters Peanut Oil is your safest 
purchase — no preservatives used. Must be refrig- 
erated, however, or it will turn rancid. 

And speaking of margarine: read the label 
carefully and decide whether you really want to 
eat all those preservatives and colorings and 
chemicals. Fleischman 1 s without preservatives, 
is less adulterated than most; soft margarine 
has fewer saturated fats. Margarine is vegetable 
oil which has been hardened by beating in hydrogen 
molecules. Fat build-up in your arteries takes 
place as it does with butter. So why not use 
butter? If you have a blender, you can make a 
week 1 s supply in a couple of minutes using fresh 
or sour cream and ice. Use sparingly, substitute 
oils whenever you can, make sure your diet is rich 
in lecithin, and it's not likely that this 
concession to yourpalate will do you in. 


SUPERMARKET SURVIVAL 

[Editor's note: The foilwing is an example 
of what many papers may also want to do. It pro- 
vides good solid information about how to contin- 
ue eating old-fashioned American food and buying 
products without poisoning yourself outright. It's 
the kind of thing we need, along with everything 
else people say about health food, organic food, 
etc. Not everyone is handy to a health food store, 
the Quicksilver Times points out, and many people 
can't afford to pay their prices. ] 

Washington, D.C, (INS) —Non-phosphate 
Washing Canpounds- Disregard propaganda about 
phosphates as the only cleaners that work — they 
function mainly as water softeners. Seme stores 
sell Am-Way, but it isn't cheap. Otherwise, try 
Ivory Sncw or Lux and washing soda in equal amounts 
In hard water areas, this combination may form a 
curd. Try soda in the soak cycle, then proceed 
with the soap. 

Scrubbing Preparations- Pollutants inside the 
hone can be as health-hazardous as those without 
but at least here we can exercise seme control. 

The fuel you bum can be a pollutant; electricity 
is cleaner than gas, oil and coal. If you use 
scouring pewder, look for Ron Ami — its the only 
non— chlorinated one I know of. And what do you use 
for washing floors and walls? Fumes from most 
chemical compounds are as bad for your lungs as 
the preparation is on bare skin. You can buy a 
3 lb. 7 oz. box of Arm and Hammer Washing Soda for 
about 45C; it will clean more effectively than 
the majority of liquids and powders, and it's 
odorless . 


Paper Products- White, Dye leaks into water 
systems. Unscented napkins, paper towels and 
toilet paper. White, unwaxed bathroan Dixie cups 
are best for you and the ecology. 

Bottled Spaghetti Sauce- A reliable inside 
source tells me that the Ronzoni ads really 
mean what they say — olive oil,ireat, tonatoes are 
used rather than chemicals and starches. 

Cracker s- Streit 1 s Matzoh uses unbleached 
flour and no preservatives. Crisp and bland , they 
go well with anything. All grain wafers may be 
available at your supermarket also. Then there's 
hardtack and Finnish crispbreads. 

Grain and Cereal- White flour, among other 
things, is bleached by gas. You'd get more nutri- 
tion by eating the bag it comes in. Tastes better 
too. Indian Head Corn Meal is manufactured by 
. Wilkins-Roger s , Inc . , Washington , D . C . Then 
there's Hecker's unbleached, Robinhood wholewheat 
flour. Cereals: old fashioned Quaker Oats is a 
good source of iron and protein. Cook it in milk 
instead of water, less than five minutes if you 
wish. Bottled wheat-germ can be very tasty if it* 
fresh — but make sure it's fresh! Rancid wheat germ 
tastes awful, and the Vitamin E's gone out of it. 
For a cold breakfast, if you're not up to wheat 
germ, try Uncle Sam Cereal, nuts, yogurt, fruit, 
good bread with cream cheese or peanut butter. 

General Rules of Thumb- Buy unpackaged pro- 
ducts when you can; fresh foods rather than fro- 
zen, but frozen is better than canned. Avoid 
"pasteurized 1 , 1 i.e. cooked, orange juice, hot 
dogs, convenience foods, mixes. Use pure rather 
than imitation extracts. Use dry soup mixes rather 
than canned soups. And read the labels. 


Tinned Bacon and Ham- Danish. American pork is 
radiated, among other things. To my knowledge, the 
Danes do not yet use radiation. 


- ne 
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Bath Soap- The tiling about anti-bacterial 
soaps is that in the process of destroying unde- 
sirable bacteria, they also kill off friendly 
flora which form a protective shield against in- 
fection. And perfumed soaps can be irritants. 
Stick with good old Ivory. 
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A YEAR AFTER KENT -- 
RUNAWAY COMMITTED TO JUVENILE HOME 

NEW 1 YORK (LNS) -- Last summer an army of news- 
paper photographers and television cameramen 
recorded the ’’happy ending’' to the incredible 
story of Mary Vecchio, the 14-year-old runaway 
’’mystery coed” whose look of horror as she knelt 
over a slain student at Kent State flashed across 
the cover of more than one national news magazine 
and into the souls of millions of .Americans. 

It was a "hanpy ending”, the commentators 
said, because at long last, Mary had been reunited 
with her parents in Opa-Locka, Florida. As it 
turned out, the home-coming was not an ending, but 
a beginning -- and it wasn’t ’’happy” in any way. 

Her year’s travail culminated this March in her 
admission to a juvenile home in Florida -- after 
she had run away once again. 

The aftermath to Kent State ’’ruined her”, her 
lawyer says, referring to: parents who refused to 
let their children see Mary; her high school prin- 
cipal who suspended her ("The youngsters didn’t 
want to have anything to do with her -- and I was 
proud of them,” he says); the policemen who har- 
assed Mary, picking her up four times on charges 
that never stood up in court; former Florida Gov. 
Kirk, who charged over statewide TV that Mary was 
part of a communist plot; and perhaps most of all, 
the torrent of obscene, vicious hate mail that 
poured into the Vecchio home from all over the 
country . 

The mail went something like this: One showed 
pictures of the four slain students and Mary, with 
her face X-ed out. Across the top was written: 
"It's too bad you weren’t shot.” (Mrs. Vecchio: 
’’Can you imagine her looking at that?”) 

Another "concerned citizen” wrote: "Some 

young people here know what she is -- a dirt)', 
foul, syphilitic whore. If she is ever seen in 
Ohio she will be shot.” Another: "Mary, you 

dirt) r tramp. It’s too bad it wasn’t you that was 
shot.” Another: ’’You should do the world a favor 

and kill yourself.” Another: "You hinpie commun- 

ist bitch! Did you en'j oy s leeping with all those 
dope fiends and negroes when you were in Ohio?” 

The Vecchios themselves received similar gar- 
bage. Mrs. Vecchio says that "there was one letter 
that said they were going to come here and abolish 
the whole family, like the Sharon Tate thing.” 
Troubled before the events of last May 4, scarred 
by the shooting on that day, and then unmercifully 
attacked by scavengers afterward, Mary Vecchio now 
sits in the Kendall Youth Home, south of Miami. 


voar. "File President 
than he has ever been 


(Johnson) is stronger now 
" says Dr. Ulmer C. Baum. 


Adds San Houston Johnson, the former Pre 
brother : "I think he'll run if Nixon falters 
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So far, LBJ has made no comment , but it - 
that if Chicago doesn't land the convention site, 
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KENT ELECTIONS -- STRANGE BEDFELLOWS 

KENT, Ohio (LNS) -- A student indicted in 
connection with last May’s incident at Kent State 
University, one of the grand jurors who indicted 
him, and the man who who was police chief at the 
time, are all running for City Council m Kent, 
Ohio. Ironically enough, the primaries fall on 
May 4, the first anniversary of the tragedy which 
left four students dead and nine wounded. 

Because they are running in different wards, 
Ronald Weissenberger (the student), Lowell Davis 
(the juror), and Roy Thompson (the cop) could 
wind up as fellow counci linen -- proving once 
again that electoral politics do indeed make 
strange bedfellows. 
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CONSPICUOUS NON -PRODUCT I ON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) -- A bill has been 
introduced in Congress that would help the Washing- 
ton Senators baseball club in their financial 
plight by giving them a subsidy not to grow corn 
RFK Stadium. It’s not a serious resolution, but 
it’s no j oke ! 

Rep. Silvio Conte (R.-Mass.), who drew up the 
farm bill amendment, said that this proposal makes 
much sense as the bill, set for House action shortly, 
which would make 300 depressed sugar beet farmers 
eligible for subsidies not to grow corn . Since 
the government cannot give the beet farmers, who 
have lost their processing plants, a subsidy not 
to raise the beets, the bill (which has passed the 
Senate) would call them corn farmers and pay them 
not to grow corn. Payments could go up to $700,000. 

Neither the beet farmers, not the Washington 
Senators have ever grown corn on their fields. 
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BANK OF AMERICA BOMBED FOR 24th TIME 
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DEJA VU: DEMOCRATS TALK OK CHICAGO CONVENTION 
AND LBJ NOMINATION FOR ’72 

WASHINGTON D.C. (LNS) -- Believe it or not, 
some top Democrats (including Sen. McGovern, who 
should remember lDoS well) are actual ly suggestin' 7 
that their 1072 convention be held in Ch i cage . 

And speaking of deja vu, the Iexas Democratic 
Chairman has revealed that he n as quietly beer, 
urging LBJ to seek the party’s nomination next 


BERKELEY, Cal. (LNSj -- A bomb blast shook 
t he Bank of America branch in Berkeley April 21. 
It was the twenty- fourth bombing against branches 
of the world’s biggest bank in the last 14 
months in California. 

In ail, tile re have been seventy- five inci- 
dents of viol er.ee directed against the Bank of 
America, ihe campaign began when the Santa Bar- 
ba. -a sra.ncd wa^ I.urned to the ground during pro- 
test.^ against the Chicago conspiracy trial in 

l et) run r v , iu7u. 
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ADDITIONAL RMBB ADDITIONAL RiMBB ADDITIONAL RMBB 

From: Boston Committee of Women to Defend the 

Right to Live 

Dear Sisters, 

We are asking you to join us in Washington 
May 1-4 and to march with us in a women’s action 
against sexism and the war on Sunday, May 2. 

We know a lot of women are not sure they want 
to go to Washington We want to explain why we 
think it f s important for us to go. 

The Vietnamese have called for this demon- 
stration and for others in cities all around the 
world. As we have begun to understand our own 
oppression better, we have begun to see how much 
our own survival is linked to the victory of liber- 
ation struggles everywhere and particularly in 
Vietnam. The same sexism that oppresses us is 
responsible for the daily degradation, rape and 
massacre of women in Vietnam. Our Vietnamese sis- 
ters are beautiful and strong. They are calling 
for our help. 

Right now Nixon is stepping up the air war. 
He’s talking about ground troops in Laos and about 
invading North Vietnam, But at the same time in- 
cidents like the Calley trial and rising popular 
frustration with the war are leaving him nore and 
more isolated from the people. 

We feel very critical of the Mayday organiz- 
ation. The leadership that is coming out of Wash- 
ington has been contradictory and naive and, at 
worst, dishonest. They have been giving us scenar- 
ios that the organizers know are not real. They 
say the only tactic will be sitting in the streets, 
waiting to be arrested, and any people with dif- 
ferent strategies have been given no room to plan 
or act. The Mayday literature says we should re- 
late to Gandhi and the Vietnamese because ’’they 
are freaks just like us," We feel this is a ra- 
cist and opportunist way to explain the connec- 
tion of our struggles. The Washington Mayday or- 
ganization has done almost nothing to show how the 
brutality of the war is related to the racism and 
sexism of our society. 

In spite of this we still think that the dem- 
onstrations are extremely important. As women we 
want to make our presence felt there We want to 
take part in the disruptions and traffic stoppages 
with other women Instead of waiting to be ar- 
rested we want to stay mobile and stay with our 
sisters in the streets. 

Washington women are setting up a women’s 
center. We will meet each other there, talk to- 
gether and gather our strength. We want to reach 
out to women who have not yet been in the women’s 
movement and encourage them to come to the center 
and to our actions,. 

We will meet for our Sunday, May 2 demonstra- 
tion on the grounds of the Washington monument at 
6:00 p,m. Bring flags and banners, instruments, 
war paint and other kinds of paint. The route of 
the march is still being worked out be women from 
different cities. We've been thinking about march- 
ing on the Saigon government embassy to express our 
solidarity with the Saigon Women’s Committee to 


Defend the Right to Live and to defend the rights 
of women held prisoner in South Vietnam. 

Sisterhood is powerful! Join us. 

Call Cathy at (617) 666-1243 or Marsha at (617) 
267-7952* 

************************************************ 

END OF ADDITIONAL RMBB 

************************************************** 
BUYING SCAG IN SAIGON: A CONGRESSMAN DOES IT 

SAIGON (LNS) --"The major, wearing a private’s 
uniform, walked behind me along the street. I 
approached a young teenager, about 13, and gave 
him the sign and asked him if I could buy some 
scag 

"I held up my hand, my thumb and forefinger 
about a half inch apart and waved some money. 

This indicated the size of the vial I wanted. 

"The boy said O.K. and went up the street 
into a shack and returned with two vials, each 
containing 250 miligrams of pure heroin--as we 
found out later o 

"He wanted 2,000 piasters, but finally 
settled for 1000, less than $4." 

Rep, Seymour Halpern (D-N.Y.) described an 
incident which took place on "soul alley", less 
than three blocks from Saigon’s major air base-- 
and in so doing confirmed a spate of recent re- 
ports by radicals on the connection between in- 
creasing traffic in heroin and the war in Vietnam. 

It is estimated that 83% of the world's her- 
oin now comes from Indochina, much of it handled 
by the CIA's Air America and by American-backed 
political figures like South Vietnamese Vice Pres- 
ident Nguyen Cao Ky„ 

-30- 

*************************************************** 
SURVEYING THE SHOPLIFTERS 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- A company called "Management 
Safeguard, Inc." is conducting surveys for depart- 
ment stores by posting operatives at store entrances 
who follow every third customer through the door to 
see who is shoplifting, and how much. 

The company’s president, Saul D. Astor, reports 
from the results of studies his company has made 
that one out of twenty-two shopppers shoplift in 
Boston; one out of sixteen in New York; one out of 
eleven in Philadelphia; and one out of eight in 
Chicago . 

Pointing out that the "average shoplifter" 
takes $7.75 worth of goods, Astor comments: "No 
one is enriching himself by shoplifting. He has an 
underlying feeling that he is being cheated by the 
stores, particularly now that we’ve had the infla- 
tion of the past couple of years. 

-30- 

***************************************************** 
TWENTY STATES LET 18 YEAR OLDS VOTE 

SACRAMENTO, Cal. (LNS) -- California has become 
the 20th state to ratify a constitutional amendment 
passed by Congress permitting 18 year olds to vote . 
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interviews with mylai veterans 

LIBERATION News Service 

. . following axe excerpts from a transcript 

0 interviews with five American soldiers who were 
at Mylai on March 16, 1968 that appeared in the 
arch 27 issue of the Black Panther Inter communal 
News Service. The interviews were conducted by 
Richard Hammer , author of the book ’’One Morning 
in the War.” 

Most of the men in Lt . William L. Calley's 
unit had been in Vietnam for three months at the 
time the Mylai shootings occurred; an a t ^ e five 

interviewed here were discharged sometime 
early in 1969 . 

James Bergthold lives in Niagara Falls, New 
York, where he works occasionally as a truck 
driver delivering soft drinks; Gary Garfolo, from 
Stockton, California, the son of a barber, is 
currently unemployed and looking for work; Gary 
Crossley is a native of San Marcos, Texas, who 
recently moved to Del Rio, Texas, to work in an 
auto parts supply company; Vernardo Simpson, the 
only Black in the group, now works in a poverty 
program in Jackson, Mississippi; and Michael 
Bernhardt, of Tarpon Springs, Florida, the only 
one of the five who enlisted, is now working as 
a surveyor to make enough money so he can get 
back to school and complete his studies in ocean- 
ography. ) 

* * # 

Little Vo Thi Lein, a survivor of the Son My 
Massacre: "...At 6; 30 a.m. on March 16, 1968, all 

the enemy batteries installed around Son My 
started pounding the village for more than half 
an hour. Eleven choppers flew in, strafing the 
locality&nd landing American troops whose san- 
guinary intention was visible on their faces. 

They shot at all that came in sight: men, women, 

children, elderly people, plants and animals, 
and destroyed everything : crops, fruit-trees, 

houses. . o" 

* * * 

DO YOU THjLNK THE TRAINING YOU RECEIVED CONTRIB- 
UTED TO WHAT HAPPENED? 

Garfolo: We used to have to run around yelling, 

"Kill > kill” just to get it into our heads, just 
to get that feeling that you can do it. But 
actually, when it comes down to it and you shoot 
somebody for the first time, you think about it 
and you think--you think about it and you think- - 
you took another human life. Then you think that 
it ' s war, and it's the only thing that you could 
do. It's either you or them„ 

WAS THERE ANY HARASSMENT OF CIVILIANS? 

Crossley: They would get killed by accident and 

there would be rapes at times. 

Bernhardt: Like the way they handled the village 

or something like that. Or somebody's running, 
there's a woman running, so they shoot her down. 

I couldn't imagine wny she was running. Why 
should she run, after all, we only raped three 
women in the last village and we killed an old 
man over there, too, 

Garfolo: We would go into a place and we would 


see a gook have a transistor radio, you know and 
maybe we just might want to have one and so we just 
took it. 

WHY DID YOU HARASS THE VILLAGERS? 

Crossley: The main reason was the booby traps and 

the mines. Intelligence reported that it had been 
the people within this village that had been set- 
ting them. .And the area had to be cleaned out. 
Whether it was done in the right way or not, I'm 
not to say. 

Garfolo: We were feeling pretty down about all these 

people who were getting hit by these mines and 
stuff > losing their life, and there was nothing we 
could do about it. A lot of us wanted a little bit 
of revenge. We wanted to seem 'em. Because they're 
always hiding. We wanted to see 'em, and we wanted 
to get into them like that. 

ON THE NIGHT BEFORE THE ATTACK YOUR COMPANY COMMANDER 
GAVE A TALK TO THE MEN. WHAT DID HE SAY? 

Garfolo: He ran down the operation to us. There 

was going to be a mission. We were going to be 
lifted in by helicopter. There was going to be 
security. We were going to go in there, into the 
Pinkville. o „ we had a chance to get back for some of 
the guys we lost in that area... the intelligence re- 
port said that... there wasn't going to be any vil- 
lagers in the area that were innocent .. .Everybody 
was kind of keyed up, afraid. They told us to get 
...ready to do battle. 

Bernhardt ; Everybody had the same idea. They got 
the same impression from it. This is going to be 
a free-for-all. You could shoot anything you want. 
Anything that moves. So long as it's not one of 
your own. 

Garfolo. He said shoot everything: man, woman, 

children, the whole bit, anything that could aid 
the VC ; every living thing... Some guys might have 
just flipped. Because there are people capable 
of doing just that under those conditions. 

Bergthold ‘ When we took off it was about 7:30 in 
the morning. We landed about 150-200 meters away 
from the village of Mylai 4. And we went in there 
and just as soon as we started, as soon as we hit, 
somebody started shooting, the cobras and stuff 
were firing away, and I really didn't know much 
what was going on. 

WAS /ANYBODY SHOOTING BACK? 

Bergthold . I don't think so. I really don't. You 
know when somebody's shooting at you, there's usually 
a crack-pop to the deal. 

Crossley' We went into the village andwe phoned 
Captain Medina and we asked him what to do. 

.AND HE SAID WHAT? 

Crossley: He said that they were enemies. This is 

a search and destroy mission, and we were to carry 
out our orders. y 

Bergthold- People started getting killed. The guys 
were lust walking up and shooting into the houses. 

Crossley he made a sweep through the village. And 
there were older men. women and the children. There 
were very few children. he swept through ... that ' s 
all tacrc* :s to it, 
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Simpson: I remember from the first incident as I 

was coming up upon an area, there was a man who 
got up with a weapon and ran into a hamlet, and 
this lady got up and she had her back turned to me 
and my platoon leader told me to shoot her and 
I said, "Well you shoot her. I don't want to 
shoot no lady." So he said, "I'm giving you a 
direct order to shoot and if you don’t shoot her 
then you can be shot yourself." So, as she was 
putting her foot in the door, I shot her about 
five or six times, and I went there and turned 
her over and there was a three month old baby 
in her arms which I though was a gun. This kind 
of cracked me up. 

THEN WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THAT? 

Simpson: Well, after that we had collected about 

five prisoners 0 , . and one of the guys in my squad 
said, "Well, let's kill ’em." So the platoon 
leader said, "Well, I'm turning my back so I 
don't see what you're doing," and this guy grabbed 
my rifle and went to the heads of everyone and 
put it to their eyes and just pulled the trigger 0 

FROM THERE IT SORT OF GREW? 

Simpson: Yes, it just grew on. Well my platoon 

leader told me, "Kill everyone, and if you don't 
kill everyone, I'm going to watch you out there, 
and if you don't kill everyone, you can be shot 
yourself.". o oSO I think I killed about 18 or 20 
people that time. 

DID YOU SEE WHAT ELSE WAS GOING ON IN THE HAMLET? 

Simpson: I saw Lt. Calley and I saw the massive 

grave ditch he talked about. It was about 50 
people at a time. They would put two machine guns 
on each side, and put two people with automatic 
rifles, and he would stand over them, and he 
said, "Shoot em„" So he just killed all of them, 
all fifty of them. They would make another 
pile and put them in a ditch, it kept going on. 

We burned all the hamlets. We put people in 
the hamlets and killed them and burned them. 

HOW DID THE GUYS LOOK WHEN THEY WERE DOING THIS? 

Bergthold: They looked like they were having a 

good time. 

WHAT ABOUT THE VIETNAMESE? 

Crossley: They seem to have no understanding of 

life. They don't care whether they live or die. 

Garfolo: When you come into a village, they get 

scared and they huddle. At one point they were 
huddling on a trail and they were cut down. 

Bernhardt: Even though they were considered 

beasts, a water buffalo calf or a little piglet 
would fare better than a child. 

Simpson: They figured that the babies would grow' 

up to be VC anyway, so why give them an oppor- 
tunity to grow up? 

DID MEN MUTILATE THE VILLAGERS? 

Garfolo: I heard one guy went wild and, with a 

knife started cutting up people . . „ Like scalps, 
you know, like from Indians. Some people were on 
an Indian trip over there. 

...I wouldn’t shoot anybody. .. I never did 
anything over there I didn't want to do. 
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Bernhardt: I was just sort of left out, not 

looked down upon for not having done anything, 
but just left out of the fun. 

Crossley. There weremen that din't shoot. .. 

Simpson. That night everyone was talking about how 
many they killed and how they killed them. 

HOW DID THE OFFICERS REACT TO THIS? 

Bernhardt; They did a bit less talking. . .they be- 
gan to realize the seriousness of the situation. 

My platoon leader said, "Well, you know you're 
not going to say anything. You know if that colonel 
comes around, just don't say anything at all." 

Bernhardt* It seemed everywhere we left, if the 
enemy wasn't there when we got there, they were 
when we left. We seemed to be sort of growing them, 
planting them like seeds. Wherever we went we sort 
of bred the enemy. He just came out of nowhere, 
and it was almost as if we weren't there, there 
would be none. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK A WAR CRIME IS? 

Simpson: What do I consider a war crime? I con- 

sider a war crime being over there, just our being 
over there. 

-30- 

******** ******** ********************************** 

RESEARCHERS USE CHI CANO WOMEN 
AS GUINEA PIGS IN PILL TEST 

SAN ANTONIO (LNS) --Eleven babies have been born 
to Chicano women who were given dummy pills at a 
birth control research center where they went to 
get contraceptives. The "volunteers" were not told 
of the experiment, intended to prove that symptoms 
associated with the pills (such as headaches and de- 
pression) are psychological in origin. 

Dr. Joseph Goldzieher, who conducted the exper- 
iment, says that pregnancies are "probably due to the 
women’s carelessness" in using the "F. D. A. -approved 
vaginal creams" which they were told would supplement 
the pills. He conceded that "None of the women were 
told that they might get pregnant. If you think you 
can explain a placebo test to women like these, you 
never met Mrs. Gomez from the West Side". 

-30- 

* * * * * * * * * ******* ************************************ 
CORRECTION: LNS #336 MESSAGE FROM MADAME lSINH 

The second line of the third paragraph in 
the second column of Page 8 should read: 

"...Through the recent trial of Lt. William 
Calley, they have better realized the brutal nature 
of tne Vietnam war." The sentence ends here. In 
other words, omit: "a war that runs counter to... 

the least human feeling left in them. 

Madame- tiinh instructed our Pari s correspondent, 
Schofield Coryell, to make tnis change. 

★ ***★★*★ **•★★*•:** *****★***★*★*****★**★★•*★★★* ★*★**★★* 

Sill: YOU IN IVILS'I PATOMAC PARK! 

JUST FOLLOW THE MUSIC. 
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THE LATEST WORD ON MAYDAY 
LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON, D*C. (LNS) -- A major snag in the 
p ans for Mayday, the weeklong people’s siege of 
Washington, is now out of the way. Federal off- 
icials, afraid that Mayday's thousand^ would 
pitch their tents in the Capitol, recently granted 
a 24-hour-a-day permit to Mayday organizers for 
a program from April 24 to May 9. 

The location is West Potomac Park -- a large 
grassy expanse to the south of the reflecting 
pool between the Washington Monument and the Lin- 
coln Memorials The land borders on the Potomac Riv- 
er, and is within hiking distance of all the key 
intersections and bridges which Mayday participants 
will block on the mornings of May 3 and 4* 

A small city is expected to form in West 
Potomac Park, beginning on the night of April 24. 
During the day there will be a gigantic peace 
march on the model of Washington demonstrations 
in years past* By dusk there will probably be 
many people ready for an all-night rock concert 
at the Washington Monument where Country Joe, 

Happy and Arty Traum, Tuli Kupferberg, Peter Yarr- 
ow, Brat, Charlie Mingus, Pete Seeger, Barbara 
Holiday, and Redbone.will perform. Those who de- 
cide to stay which pitch their tents in the park,, 

During the last week in April, people from 
each region of the country will form a separate 
commune with their own land, their own outlook. 

All week, a massive people's lobby will poke 
around the marble fortresses of official Washing- 
ton to speak frankly with janitors, office workers, 
aides and officials, about the roles their agencies 
are playing in making war on the Vietnamese and 
American people* The targets range from Melvin 
Laird's house to the Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare, from CIA headquarters to Congress* 

Employees will be urged to remain at home on 
May 3 and May 4, when demonstrators stage massive 
but widely dispersed demonstrations to shut Washing- 
ton down. Regions encamped in the park may wish 
to lobby at offices near the target traffic centers 
they have chosen for May 3 and May 4, in order to 
get acquainted with the landscape- The SCLC mule 
train, welfare mothers, pacifists, fighting freaks 
and other groups with special interests can 
lobby at the offices which have dealt them the 
hardest blows. 

Meanwhile, in West Potomac Park, people will 
get an education in non-violent civil disobedience 
tactics-- amoeba formations, street parties, troop 
teach-ins, and so on There will be a large-scale 
exchange of ideas so that when Mayday comes and 
thousands of people begin to arrive at West Potomac 
Park, the peace city will already have a bit of 
democracy under its belt Women and gay people 
will organize special places to get together. 

On May 1 and May 2, the action picks up, A 
marathon two-day rock festival and political 


.And there will be lots of music: Arlo 
Guthrie, MitchRyder, Johnny Winter, Tim Hardin, 

Phil Ochs, the Holy Modal Rounders, J. Geils 
Band, Mary Travers, the Lumpen, David Peel, 

Jonathan Edwards, Barbara Holiday, Brat, Bar ara 
Dane, The MC-5* Mandrill, Swallow, Tails, Wilder- 
ness Road; James Brown, Prideof Women, Milt 
Mathews, Grin, Dreams, Compton and Bateau, Janet 
Johnson of Quarry, Sageworth and Drums, Alice 
Cooper, Claude Jones, Krank, Zotis Brothers 
Angels, Commander Cody and the Lost Planet Airmen, 
Euphoria Blimp Works, Brownsville Station, 

Guardian Angel, Catfish, Elephant's Memory, and 
the cast of Jesus Christ, Superstar. 

The list of bands will probably double in length 
by the time Mayday comes. It'll be a mellow week- 
end -- a happy celebration of the people's peace 
treaty signed by thousands of Vietnamese and 
Americans already. 

In the days that follow, however, there will 
be a serious attempt to force the government to 
take note of the will and determination behind the 
people's peace. People from each region of the 
country will have to get their own resources togeth- 
er in West Potomac Park to shut down a single 
key traffic center or bridge two mornings in a 
row. Cars will "break dowrl' -- even their tires 
may "fall off" -- and crowds of people will roam. 

The idea is to keep the giant federal office 
buildings in downtown Washington from function- 
ing. It is not to attack the people of Washington, 
not to attack the civil service employees w.io 
will be urged to stay at home. In fact, people 
are expected to* make a serious effort not. to 
interfere with the lives of the blac.. ■ ^ rity 
in Washington, who are a colonized pe j lo ever, 
in the legal sense. 

But official Washington is in for troub. . There 
is solid evidence that some Army units have already 
been alerted for use in keeping Washington u en 
for business on May 3 and May 4. But unless t: ey 
are provoked, most GIs will be sympathetic to the 
demonstrators and not to their commanding officers. 
The chances of shutting down Washington are good. 

May 3 in Saigon *-'\.l also be a heavy day. 
Twenty-one organizations ranging from student 
unions to wc .en's groups are calling for a dem- 
onstration to honor Nhat Chi Mai, who burnt herself 
to death in protest of the war. The demonstration 
in Saigc has far less legal protection that we 
will on ,-iayday here, and yet thousands of Saigonese 
are expected to attend. 

C • May 3, the camping grounds will shift from 
Potanac Park to the lawn of the U,S. Capitol buil- 
ding. It'll be a non-violent siege of the Congress, 
demanding ratification of the people's peace treaty. 
There is nothing else on the immediate schedule. 

I he siege could last for days, or weeks ^ Perhaps 
some region^ will decide to keep up the blockade 
against rush-hour traffic headed for federal office 
buildings , 


rallv will take place in the park Cesar Chavez 
of the United Farmworkers of California, Ceorge 
Wiley of the National Welfare Rights Organization, 
Ralph Abernathy and women from NWKO will speak 
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If you are planning to come te Washington be 
prepared! Wear heavy shoes and boots. Brine sleen 
- Vbgjia . gs and . blankets and tent s,,.. Fxtra blank s 1 
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will help others* Bring one canteen per person 
so you don’t shrivel up when it gets hot Transistor 
radios will help keep you in touch with what the 
radio says is happening* Brings flutes and tam- 
bourines and other musical instruments to make 
music , 

Brings as little ID as you think you will 
need and bring $25 if you can for bail money, 
just in case. Bring gauze pads and squeeze bottles 
filled with water and egg solution (water beaten . 
egg and baking soda mixed well together) in case t 
there is gas. ft 

y 

There will be free communal feasts of granola 
in the morning, peanut butter for snacks and a 
vegetable, rice, bean salad dinner. If you can, 
bring lots of food to 2111 Florida Ave NW. A 100- 
pound bag of rice will help. Rolled oats, honey. 
oil raw vegetables, bouillon. carrots ; celery, 
cabbage, chick peas, and kidney beans are needed 
m quantity. 

Toilet facilities will be provided by, of 
all people, the Government, 

When you get to Washington try to find out 
where people from your region are camped. Get the 
address and phone number of the movement center 
for your region. Inscribe them both on your arm* 

In line with the principle of regional self-reliance, 
go to your regional movement center for help in 
finding housing, day care, t rasnportation and 
up- te -date information. Let your region be your 
guide . 

-30- 

[Note to Editors: This story, based on information 
as of April 23, may well come to you too late to 
run in your papers. If you can't print the info, 
you might try to get it out by word of mouth, 
leaflets, whatever. If there arc any late changes 
you can find out about them by calling the Mayday 
collective in Washington at 202-347-7613. the 
People's Coalition for Peace and Justice at 202- 
737-8600, the NWRO at 202-347-7727. the SCLC at 
212-246-3380 or Gay Mayday at 2 02-347-7615.] 

* » , **» * A * K'kt'k'k'kk'kkkk + *** > k t * A * fr k k *, b'+kkkkk'k'kk 

WOMEN'S ART FESTIVAL IN NEW HAVEN 

NEW HAVEN, Conn (LNS) -- New Haven women 
have organized a women's art festival* scheduled 
for April 27 through May 2. Lance, music, visual 
arts, the film, sexism and children ' s books, 
written and politics, previews of a Broadway musical, 
and the puppet show are among the workshops that 
will be held in churrhvs and other .-enters in 
NVw Haven- For more information, call the 
Wome n's Elbe rati on C e n t e r at ( 2 1 1 > ** v r - j I ‘ ’ 2 
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Gottorn: Gay Liberation march in Albany, ri.Y. 
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Top: N.Y.C. 


bottom: Park frequented by kids from a conwnunity daycare center 







Two pen and ink drawings from tne collection Lae_::,m. (uenolo 
German artist George Gros^ ue tween 1 jh,-l . 

In 1923 action was brougnt against tne artist and III.. . . 
morals, corrupting tne inborn sense of shame u.ib virl.; " V • 
found guilty and fined Gudo marks. Twenty-four r 1 , 
destroyed. 


L i ue r«t l 1 


. r v i 


r 


r.; 1 ) done by the 

i ge: c:j ,i ;;g puul i C 
, .i'i u.i people, ue was 

. . e r e confiscated and 


Page P-5 


the end 


